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               From the Office of Hon. Jeffrey B. Schwartzberg, Mayor

Please drive respectfully!
01 October, 2012

Dear Village Neighbors, 

With Labor Day behind us, and school back in full swing (and unfortunately, our highways are crowded once again), I hope all of you have adjusted well to the end of Summer. The days are clearly getting shorter and a chill is in the air. Enjoy the few remaining weeks of mild weather before winter sets in. And most importantly, be prepared for winter weather before winter sets in.  

September  11th Memorial Service

This past month, along with my wife, I graciously accepted an invitation to attend a memorial service for all those who served and/or lost their lives in the September 11, 2001 attacks on America. The event was hosted by the Town of North Hempstead and was well attended by many local dignitaries. We were proud to represent our village during the service. The event was most touching and humbling, and I am deeply appreciative to our Town Supervisor and his staff for the invitation and for putting on this important ceremony to keep these memories alive.  

Beautification and Safety

Your Board of Trustees recently authorized the (long overdue) purchase of numerous new replacement signs. This purchase will allow us to replace worn out, rusty signs that were found principally at our village’s entryways. Additionally, the area around the Loch pond (starting from Mineola Ave and continuing around the far end of the pond) will receive “slow/15 mph” signs, as we have identified this area as an area of particular concern, with its’ extremely limited visibility and winding terrain. This was done in response to concerns expressed by several village residents, whose input was valuable.

Nassau County Sumps

Speaking of “Beautification”, as you know we have been trying to get the County to repair fences that surround the (county owned) sumps (located in our Village) that were damaged by last years’ devastating storm. Our recently appointed village clerk has made it her “personal mission” to get this corrected finally, as this has gone on for far too long. Well her persistence has paid off and the new fences are being installed as I write this monthly letter. Thank you Stephanie and thank you Nassau County. Once the fences are completed, I will ask our Beautification committee to focus on making these areas “blend” into our beautiful landscape.   

Real Property Assessment Committee

As you know, a Real Property (Tax) assessment team was created several months ago to review the way properties are assessed in our village in an effort to better understand “what has been”, and to make sure (going forward) our system is “fair and equitable” for all our property owners. The committee, which is made up of your neighbors (fellow residents) who volunteered their time, made its’ presentation at a public meeting held on September 19th. The turnout was solid and I am grateful to them for their efforts on this important matter. It is clear at this point that the village has important decisions to be made. In the upcoming weeks I expect we will consider advantages and disadvantages of each alternative and, along with input from you (the “public”), we will make a decision that will be in the best interest of our “Collective” village property owners.  

Police Activity

Last month, I reported that over the past several months, two vehicles had been stolen. Well, I am happy to report that one of those vehicles had been located and returned to its owner, one of our village residents. That said, a reminder to all - lock your cars & keep your valuables out of view. And of course, lock your house doors, keep your lights on in the evening & set your house alarms. Better to be safe than sorry! Our “very low” crime rate is not an accident! Let’s keep it that way. And finally, if you see anything odd or suspicious, call our local police department. They’ve been excellent and very responsive to all our requests and are always happy to assist.  
Children’s Halloween Party

The Village’s Civic Association is sponsoring the Village’s Annual Children’s Halloween Party which will be held on Saturday, October 27th (rain date Sunday the 28th ). While they have indicated that a reminder will be sent out beforehand, I understand that the start time has been changed from 11:00am to 12:00 noon. Please make a note of that on your calendar, so your children don’t miss this wonderful event. And be on the lookout for details from them to follow.  

Power Outages

As I mentioned in last months’ letter, we have been and are continuing to work with LIPA to better understand why we experience the unusual number of power outages that we do, and more importantly, to determine the causes and how to reduce such incidents in the future. We will continue to push LIPA to keep trees properly trimmed and on a regular preventive maintenance schedule. As a reminder, please inspect your own property to see if tree trimming work may be necessary. This is truly an area where an ounce of prevention may be worth a pound of cure.      

Landscaping

Just a reminder to make sure your landscapers keep your property clear of leaves. Driveways, walkways, etc. can be very slippery and hazardous, particularly in wet weather. And blocked gutters and leaders can result in serious water infiltration. And if you haven’t already done so, I suggest you have your sprinkler lines and outside water spigots winterized before the end of October, to avoid winter damage.   

Monthly Board Meetings

As always, we encourage all our residents to join us at our monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees (the upcoming month’s agenda is attached to this letter to allow you to see what we plan to discuss). While subject to change, it is intended to provide you with insight, so you can determine your interest in possibly attending. We are always pleased to invite participation and constructive comments from all of our village residents. 

Respectfully,

J. B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg

Mayor, Village of Roslyn Estates
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