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From the Office of Hon. J.B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg, Mayor
June 1, 2012 







       Please drive respectfully!

Dear Village Residents: 
With Memorial Day weekend behind us, we are officially embarking on the Summer Season and soon, for our children, Summer Vacation!  And, of course, we want to make our Village the best it can be for this glorious time of year, so that all of our residents and visitors can enjoy the Village’s deep reaching and unique natural beauty. Perhaps you noticed the American Flags around the Village during the holiday. We received many kind words of appreciation for this patriotic gesture. We plan to continue with this “new tradition” and will proudly display our nation’s flag around the Village, during appropriate times. As always, we welcome all ideas to help make our Village the best it can be!

Graduation Recognition Awards

The Village of Roslyn Estates is extremely proud of its children and we would like to show them just how much! Prior to our June 11th Board meeting, at 6:45pm, we will honor our youngsters who will be graduating from grammar, elementary, middle and high schools (whether with a public or private school). It will be brief, but we believe, will really make our children feel “special.” At the meeting, we will present our proud young graduates with a “Certificate of Accomplishment,” and each child will have an opportunity to have his/her photo taken with the Mayor and Board of Trustees. If you are interested in having your graduate participate, please let our Village office know ASAP so you can be assured that your child will not be left out and we can make the necessary arrangements. 

Construction on Weekends?

Each weekend, since becoming your Village Mayor, it seems that I am asked by someone whether or not commercial construction is permitted in our Village on weekends? The answer is simple….. NO!  Please be mindful of your neighbors and abide by this law. It will not only be appreciated by your neighbors but will also help to avoid Notices of Violation and possible fines.   

Village Directory

We are currently updating our Village directory that many of you find so very useful. As an added feature, we are considering adding email addresses along with names, addresses and telephone numbers. You will have an opportunity to “opt-out” of course if you do not want to have your email address in print. We would like to hear your views on this. Please send a note to Liz via email at villageclerk@villageofroslynestates.com.  More to come on this, as we are not ready to “go to print”….just keeping everyone informed. 

Property Taxes

By now, everyone should have received property tax bills. If you did not, please contact Village Hall. This will help ensure that you make your payment correctly and on time (on/before July 2, 2012) avoiding a late charge and penalties. Of course if you have appointed a tax paying agent, such as your bank, the bills would have been forwarded directly to them. 

So whatever happened to the Fox?

At last month’s Board meeting, we were quite fortunate to have, in attendance, a number of (safety/wildlife experts from the Town of North Hempstead, who provided their views and some keen insight regarding our concerns with foxes. All our residents were invited. Some took advantage, some did not. If you had a conflict that evening, good news! The Village of Roslyn Harbor is hosting a similar informative event on Tuesday, 
June 12th, at 7:30 p.m., at the Engineers Country Club.  
Tennis Club

Our Village has seven regulation tennis courts (behind Village Hall) which are operated by “Tennis King at Roslyn Estates”. Under an exclusive agreement with them, our Village residents are offered a terrific opportunity to become members of this club at substantial discounts. To learn more and take advantage of this offering, simply go to our website (www.villageofroslynestates.com) and click on the link on our home page. This is truly a “little known but wonderful” amenity, offered only to those who live in our Village! 

Black Ink Pond is BACK!

As we all know, our Village is blessed with two of Long Island’s most exquisite ponds, Little Turf and Black Ink.  However, last month I reported that the water level at Black Ink was disturbingly low. I am very pleased to inform you that the water level is back to “normal”. Enjoy the cardinals...the ducks…the beautiful fountains ….the frogs…the peaceful tranquility that this gorgeous natural pond creates. Take a stroll and sit at our benches, which have just been power-washed for your enjoyment! Take in the beauty of the flower beds and the flower-filled wine barrels that have been created and decorated for all to enjoy! Last year we undertook a substantial project to “clean up” the general area around the pond. This year, with some minor recurring maintenance, we should simply (and inexpensively) be able to enjoy the fruits of that effort. 
Beautification….NOT! 

With all our efforts to improve and beautify the Village, I am sure many of you have noticed that a number of Nassau County sumps located in our Village continue to be in disrepair. This has been near the top of my priority list and we have been pushing to get these back to a sense of normalcy since Tropical Storm Irene. I am pleased to report that the County has now begun their efforts and will continue to improve these properties until they are fully restored. While this is good, unfortunately it will likely result in these efforts continuing throughout the summer months.   

IMPORTANT - Emergency Information 

As a reminder, all houses should have their address/house number clearly displayed both day and night in front of their house. This is not only for the convenience of your visitors, but for emergency vehicles to be able to identify and locate your house. Please take a moment to see if your house complies with this simple, but important suggestion. 

Also, please provide your emergency contact information to our Village office, if you have not already done so. You can also do so by going to our Village website. This is for your benefit as well as the possible benefit of your neighbors. 
Landscaping

Just a note…if you have overgrown shrubs or tree limbs that are blocking vehicular or pedestrian visibility, or traffic signs, please have your landscapers trim them back. As a reminder, Village law allows landscapers to work in the Village between the hours of 8:00 am and 
8:00 p.m. on weekdays only. Weekends and public holidays are limited to a few hours (10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.).  Please make sure your landscapers are aware of, and honor these hours.  


To dispel some rumors
a. A zoning review committee was set up to allow houses to grow to mass proportions!....FALSE! 

The fact is I have established a zoning review committee to simplify the code which is somewhat confusing, unclear and redundant. I expect to begin hearing some of their recommendations over the next several months and I plan to keep you updated along the way. 

b. A tax assessment committee was set up to increase property taxes!.....FALSE! 

The fact is a team was established to review the way properties are assessed in our Village to make sure our system is “fair and equitable” for all our property owners. Unknown to many of our Village residents is the fact that our Village’s property assessment system is completely independent of the Nassau County tax assessment process and therefor something worth evaluating. Something that, to the best of my knowledge, had never been done.

Monthly Board Meetings
As always, we encourage all our residents to join us at our monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees (the upcoming month’s agenda is attached to this letter to allow you to see what we plan to discuss). While subject to change, it is intended to provide you with insight, so you can determine your interest in possibly attending. We are always pleased to invite participation from all of our Village residents. 

Enjoy your summer!
Respectfully and with warmest regards,
J. B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg
Mayor, Village of Roslyn Estates




       Village of Roslyn Estates

Board of Trustees Meeting

Monday, June 11, 2012, 7:00 p.m.*

Village Hall
Tentative Agenda
6:45 p.m.   Graduation Recognition Awards
1. Minutes 
A.  May 14, 2012

2.  Monthly Budget Report 

A.  May 2012

3.  Audit of Claims 

A. General Fund 

B.  Birches Sewer District 
4.    Old Business

A.  Safety and Security Committee Report  

B.  Roslyn Estates Zoning Code Review Committee  
C.  Village Beautification Committee  

D.  Property Tax Assessment Review Committee 

E.  Properties of Interest


F.  Improving Communications- Progress of Email Distribution List, website, etc. 


G. Status of Grants/FEMA 
H. Status of real property tax collection 
I.  Building Permit Extension request - 1024 Northern Boulevard, Roslyn Estates

5.  New Business




A.  Investment Policy revised


B.  Traffic control signs quotes

C.  Review Schedule of Fees, Costs, Deposits and Insurance (amended October 4, 2010)


D.  New Village Guide and Directory 


E.  Quotes for gas hedge trimmer with extension and chainsaw.

6.  Correspondence – 
7.  Police Report – May 2012  

8.  Next Meeting – Monday, July 9, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. *
*At 7:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees will open the public meeting by accepting and voting on a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss items appropriate for executive session pursuant to the Open Meeting Law.  If no such motion is adopted, or if executive session business is completed prior to 7:30 p.m., then the Board will declare a recess. At approximately 7:30 p.m., the Board will resume its public meeting.
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Mayor Schwartzberg with Dr. Victor F. Politi, Nassau County's Deputy County Executive of Public Safety at Fire Department Installation Dinner.











