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               From the Office of Hon. Jeffrey B. Schwartzberg, Mayor

DRIVE RESPECTFULLY……..LET’S BE SAFE!

August 1, 2011

Dear Village Residents, 

Hard to believe summer is more than half over. To keep you “in-the-know”, here are some of the highlights from the past month and current and upcoming happenings:

Village Appointments- I am encouraged by the number of residents who have expressed interest in getting involved and participating with several of our Village Boards. With the support of your Board of Trustees (BOT), I anticipate making a number of appointments of new residents to several of our Boards at our August BOT meeting. It has been wonderful and exciting to see all the village folks who have shown such an energetic interest in getting involved. Also congratulations to Michael Feinsod who was appointed to a vacant position, created by Kraig Fox’s departure, on our Planning Board at last month’s BOT meeting. Thank you Kraig, for your many years of service and significant contributions to our Village.    

Meeting with Wayne Wink- Last week, I met with Nassau County Legislator, Wayne Wink, to discuss issues that our Village faces and how Nassau County and/or the Town of North Hempstead might be able to assist us in that regard. Among the many things we discussed were issues like: code enforcement for parking infractions along Mineola Ave and The Maples (through the use of an Inter-municipal Agreement with the Town of North Hempstead), assistance with Traffic/Safety issues in our village, and possibly the feasibility of receiving public grant dollars for items such as Village beautification, tree/safety issues, catch basin filtration, public road maintenance, and other public infrastructure items. This was the second meeting that I had with Mr. Wink. As a result, we are now in regular discussions and I will keep you updated as we make progress on these important items.  

A Sump Issue Addressed and Resolved- As a result of discussions between our Village clerk, some residents, and Nassau County Department of Public Works, the sump near the cross-roads of The Intervale, Warner Ave and Diana’s Circle will be completely drained and cleaned. This should result in a complete overhaul of this area which had previously attracted mosquitoes and other undesirable insects and animals which created nuisances for our residents who live in close proximity to this area. 

Crime in the Village- At our monthly village BOT meetings, we regularly monitor crime statistics and activity in our Village. Additionally, as you may know, I have regular dialogue with the top officials of the 6th precinct (perhaps you’ve noticed more of their vehicles patrolling our Village on a regular basis). As an update, I am very pleased that, we have had no crime or burglaries in our Village in the past six months. This of course is excellent, but as a reminder, make sure you activate your alarm systems at all times. 

For our Dog Lovers and Walkers- A new trash container was installed in our Village park that faces The Americana, at the intersection of Northern Boulevard and Searingtown Road. This was a “simple fix” that was done in response to a request from a caring Village resident. We thank her for caring and her input. 

Maintenance and Improvements to “Unsightly” Properties - You may notice as you walk/drive around the Village that some properties (long in disrepair), are showing signs of improvement. This is the direct result of our concerted and focused efforts to follow a Village beautification and enhancement plan that our residents can all benefit from. With our building inspector taking the lead, we are committed to achieving aesthetic enhancements that our Village deserves.    
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Safety and Security Committee- Along with additional speed humps that I had mentioned earlier, this committee is planning to replace existing signage, add new signage as needed and focus on brush clearings to improve visibility and calm traffic in our Village. 

Beautification Committee- A formal committee has been working diligently towards beautifying some of our public areas. I am informed that their first focus will be on “cleaning up” Black Ink pond. You may also have noticed that the benches there have been power washed for your enjoyment. 

The Governor Cuomo 2% Tax Cap – Another deep concern for your BOT, which we will be focusing on. Why? Well, in order to fund the recent road project which was completed last year, the Village issued a sizeable bond which will need to be repaid over the next decade. This added expense (which will burden our Village annually to the tune of nearly $100,000…about 8% of our annual budget) combined with the two percent tax cap that was recently introduced by Governor Cuomo, actually presents our Village with a huge challenge that the BOT and I will need to address over the next several months. We will do this publicly, of course, and will welcome your help.

General Information of Interest- Since taking office in April, I have had numerous inquiries about several items. So, I thought it might be a good idea to address these in my monthly letter to you. 

One such question, “Is the Village planning another road project, so I can get Belgium blocks in front of my house?" While you can install Belgium blocks in front of your property, the simple answer (to another road project)… is no, not at this time. However, the Village encourages our property owners to install them and we have a rather detailed “spec” to assist in this matter. We would be pleased to work with anyone who wishes to install Belgium blocks in front of their properties. Just inquire at the Village….our building inspector Joe Richardson can assist you.

Another question I get asked is “Does the Village have plans to install the temporary speed bumps that were seen on our roads in previous years?” The answer to this is, once again, no. In fact, I asked our Village attorney to look into this and he has given us an opinion that these are actually not legal. Also, they create considerable liability to our Village. To address this on-going concern, our Village Safety and Security Committee plans to recommend the installation of additional “Speed Humps” (an acceptable traffic calming solution) in specific locations around the Village. I expect you will notice these shortly.  

Another question that I often hear pertains to our Village property taxes and the way we assess our property values. This is clearly a deep concern of mine and my fellow members of the Board of Trustees. At this upcoming BOT meeting, I plan to raise this concern to initiate our efforts to exam this important issue.
Community Interest - The Civic Association is, once again, planning an adult block party during the evening of August 12th. I look forward to seeing everyone there for an enjoyable evening. Also, this year is the Association's 100th Anniversary, so if you see any of our Civic Associations officers, you may want to wish them a happy birthday!

Let’s keep our Village moving forward. Any ideas (big or small) for improvement or any concerns are welcomed at all times. Feel free to contact Liz, our Village Clerk or Sandy, our Deputy Clerk. They are eager to help you and serve the needs of our residents, in any way they can. Or, of course, if you wish, feel free to send me an email at any time at mayor@villageofroslynestates.com !  
Enjoy the rest of your summer.
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Village of Roslyn Estates

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Monday, August 8, 2011, 7:30 p.m.*

Village Hall

AGENDA

1.  Minutes 

A.  July 11, 2011 Meeting

2.  Monthly Budget Report 

A.  June 2011 
3.  Audit of Claims – July 29 and August 8, 2011 

A. General Fund 

B.  Birches Sewer District

4.   Old Business


A.    Safety and Security committee report

B.    Roslyn Estates Zoning Code review committee

C.    Properties in Disrepair

D.    Improving Communications- Progress of Email Distribution List, website, etc.


E.    Status of Grants


F.   Village Beautification Committee report 

5.  New Business


A.  Update - Civic Association


B.  Dead/Unsafe Village trees –Tree replacement/Reserve fund

C.  Nassau County Board of Election – Use of Village hall 
 


D.  Nassau County Civil Service Salary Plan

E.  Status of New Truck Purchase

F.  NYCOM Fall Training – September 19 – 22, 2011 (Village Clerk)

G.  NYCOM Utility Savings Audit Program – Computel Consultants

H.  Property Tax Assessment/valuation 

I.   Village Official Appointments

J.  Nassau County DPW Sump Cleaning

K. LIPA/Wind Energy Program

6.  Correspondence 

7.  Police Report - July 2011

8.  Next Meeting – Monday, September 12, 2011, 7:30 p.m.*

*At 6:45 p.m., the Board of Trustees will open the public meeting by accepting and voting on a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss items appropriate for executive session pursuant to the Open Meeting Law.  If no such motion is adopted, or if executive session business is completed prior to 7:30 p.m., then the Board will declare a recess. At approximately 7:30 p.m., the Board plans to resume its public meeting.
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