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From the Office of Hon. J.B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg, Mayor
November 1, 2011
Dear Village Residents, 

Greetings and I hope this finds you all doing well. For those of you who look forward to the winter season, you have lots to cheer about. It’s right around the bend. For those who don’t particularly enjoy the cold weather (I am one of those), cheer up….Spring is not too far off. Anyway, with winter nearly upon us, a simple reminder to shut down the lawn sprinklers and turn off the outside water spigots. Also, keep those gutters cleared from leaves. Lastly, may I suggest you “adjust” the timers on your outside (and inside) lighting to reflect the long winter hours of “darkness”. 

So what’s happening……

Monthly Board Meetings
Village residents are welcome and, in fact, encouraged to attend all Village Board meetings. A copy of the upcoming month’s agenda for the Board of Trustees meeting is attached to this letter to allow you to see what we plan to discuss at our next board meeting (see November agenda). While subject to change, it is intended to provide you with our thoughts for the meeting’s agenda, as we see it today. 

Property Tax Assessment Review Team
At our last meeting of the Board of Trustees, I had expressed some serious concerns about the method that our Village uses to establish property values. This, of course, has a direct impact upon the way property taxes are determined, and therefor on whether or not our village taxes are being levied “fairly and equitably” for all. This has NO bearing upon the total amount of taxes collected. In order to accomplish this, I have established a competent team, led by Gene Spiegelman, who will study this carefully and report to the Board of Trustees with their findings. I am anticipating that this will occur shortly.       

Village Appointments
I continue to be encouraged by the numbers of residents who are “stepping up” and getting involved with our Village boards. Two additional Architectural Review Board (ARB) appointments were made this past month, by your Board of Trustees. These were Marc Bender and Dalya Ebrahimian, both of whom our Village is fortunate to have involved. Congratulations to both of them!

Beautification Committee  
At our October Board meeting, Lauren Fishbach, the Chairperson of our Village’s Beautification Committee provided an update of some of the things that were recently completed along with some terrific ideas for continuing to enhance the community. We are excited about their ideas and you should look forward to “good things” that are on the horizon. Your Board of Trustees will give them its’ full support.

Safety and Security Committee
I am sure by now most of you have heard about the terrible incident that took place at nearby London Jewelers, across the street, in the Americana Manhasset. A true wake-up call that reminds us that nothing is more important than our safety! Our Village has been free of incidents and of course, we want to keep it that way. Please!!.... Remember to set your house alarms at all times and to lock your car doors. Yes, even when they are seemingly safely parked in your driveways. Why tempt trouble? And since “an ounce of prevention…” I am attaching something I recently came across called “things that your burglar won’t tell you”. Though I do not know its’ source, perhaps you will find some useful tidbits, as I did. 

Lastly, in the past month we have added some “traffic calming” street signs around the Village. This, of course, is to further the safety of our community. In line with this, your Board of Trustees has authorized our engineering firm to begin efforts to design and oversee the installation of additional strategically placed speed humps that will soon appear around the Village. Again, increased safety is our only focus here.
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Emergency Management

Henry Krukowski, our Emergency Management Officer asked me to remind our homeowners to make sure those fire hydrants (which are typically located on front lawns), are visible and kept clear of shrubbery and overgrowth at all times. This may prove to someday be life-saving and is important to all! 
I have asked our Village’s DPW department to check on this and take corrective measures, as may be necessary. As well, please make sure your homes have the address (your house number) clearly displayed for all to see, both day and night. This may some day prove invaluable.
In the news…….

Recently you may have read that the County plans to close two of its’ police stations, but to date, they have failed to provide any details regarding which stations are going to be shuttered. This has me deeply concerned, as it probably does you, as well. Of course, should I receive details on this before it is announced publicly, I will provide them to all of you immediately. Also, I have offered my full support to our county legislators in an effort to ensure the impact of this announcement is minimized and that we do not wind up with any compromises to the safety of our residents. 

Miscellaneous thoughts/suggestions 

Our website continues to improve and more and more folks are visiting the site every day. The site, which can be accessed at www.villageofroslynestates.com, now has a section (on the lower left hand side of the home page) called Swift Notification. This will give each of our residents an ability to provide emergency notification information, that can be used by the Village, should the need arise. This was added to our website as a direct result of a “lessons learned” from Tropical Storm Irene, during which we found it difficult to reach many of our residents because of the loss of power and phone lines.

Construction in our Village has long been an area of concern and even some confusion. Most construction requires a permit. So if you intend to perform any construction on your home, please check with Village hall first. Also, the permitted hours of construction are carefully monitored and no construction activities are permitted in the Village on weekends or federal holidays. This is in place out of consideration for our neighbors. Please be respectful and abide by our Village’s laws in this area.     

As always, if you have any ideas or suggestions for improvement to our Village, or any concerns that should be brought to our attention, please let us know. All constructive comments are welcomed! Feel free to contact our Village Clerk, Liz or our Deputy Clerk, Sandra. They are quite capable and eager to help you in any way they can. Or, of course, if you wish, feel free to send me an email at any time! 

Enjoy the rest of the mild weather…………unfortunately, winter is coming! 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday!


At the Dedication Ceremony of Roslyn High School’s new Cafeteria, On Homecoming Day, along with Town of North Hempstead Supervisor, Jon Kaiman and Nassau County Legislator Wayne Wink.

Oh, by the way……………..please remember to DRIVE RESPECTFULLY 
Respectfully and with warmest regards,
J. B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg

Mayor, Village of Roslyn Estates
Village of Roslyn Estates

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Monday, November 14, 2011, 7:30 p.m.*

Village Hall
AGENDA

1.  Minutes 

A.  October 17, 2011 meeting

2.  Monthly Budget Report 

A.  October 2011

3.  Audit of Claims –October 31 and November 14, 2011

A. General Fund 

B.  Birches Sewer District
4.   Old Business


A.  Safety and Security committee report 



1. Review speed hump construction quotes


B.  Sidney B. Bowne - Drainage Proposal 


C.  Roslyn Estates Zoning Code review committee 

D. Village Beautification Committee 


E.  Properties of Interest


F.  Improving Communications- Progress of Email Distribution List, website, etc.


G. Status of Grants/FEMA

H. Contract for removal of Village trees –Tree replacement/Reserve fund 

I.   Status of property real estate tax collection 

J.   Restoration/repair in Village hall


K.  Property tax assessment review committee

5.  New Business


A.  1 The Tulips – Request for Building Permit Extension 


B.   Site Plan Review process by Planning Board


D.   Late Fees process for collections of delinquent monies due to Village 


E.   Disposition of 2000 Ford Truck

6.  Correspondence 

7.  Police Report - October 2011

8.  Next Meeting – Monday, December 12, 2011, 7:30 p.m. *

*At 7:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees will open the public meeting by accepting and voting on a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss items appropriate for executive session pursuant to the Open Meeting Law.  If no such motion is adopted, or if executive session business is completed prior to 7:30 p.m., then the Board will declare a recess. At 7:30 p.m., the Board will resume its public meeting.
THINGS YOUR BURGLAR WON'T TELL YOU

· Of course I look familiar. I was here just last week cleaning your carpets, painting your shutters, 
delivering appliances. 
· Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom when I was working in your yard last week. While I was in there, I unlatched the back window to make my return easier. 
 

· Love those flowers. That tells me you have taste and nice things inside. 
· Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled up on the driveway. And I might leave a pizza flyer in your front door to see how long it takes you to remove it. 

· If it snows while you're out of town, get a neighbor to create car and foot tracks into the house. Virgin drifts in the driveway are a dead giveaway. 


· If decorative glass is part of your front entrance, don't let your alarm company install the control pad where I can see if it's set. That makes it too easy. 


· A good security company alarms the window over the sink. And the windows on the second floor, which often access the master bedroom and your jewelry. It's not a bad idea to put motion detectors up there, too.


· It's raining, you're fumbling with your umbrella, and you forget to lock your door - understandable. But understand this: I don't take a day off because of bad weather. 
 

· I always knock first. If you answer, I'll ask for directions or offer to clean your gutters (Don't take me up on it.) 

· Do you really think I won't look in your sock drawer? I always check dressers, bedside table, and medicine cabinets. (Here's a helpful hint: I almost never go into kids' rooms). 
· I won't have enough time to break into your safe with the valuables. But if it's not bolted down, I'll take it with me. 
· A loud TV or radio can be as good a deterrent as the best alarm system. Both would really scare me off. 

· Sometimes, I wear a suit or dress like a laborer….at times I may even carry a clipboard or a rake. But I always do my best to never, ever look like a crook. 


· The two things I hate most: loud dogs and nosy neighbors. 

· I'll break a window to get in even if it makes some noise. If your neighbor hears one loud sound, he'll stop what he's doing & wait to hear it again. If he doesn't, he'll just go back to what he was doing (It's human nature). 

· I'm not complaining, but why would you pay all that money for a fancy alarm system and not set it when you leave? 

· I love looking in your windows looking for signs that you're home, or for flat screen TVs or gaming systems I might like. I'll drive or walk through your neighborhood at night, before you close the blinds, just to pick my targets. 

· Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook page. It's easier than you think to look up your address. 

· Leaving that window open just a crack during the day may be a way to let in a little fresh air. To me, it's an invitation. 

· If you don't answer when I knock, I will try the (house and car) doors. Occasionally, I hit the jackpot and walk right in.

Source: Unknown
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