From the Office of Hon. J. B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg, Mayor     

(My Photo Here)

Our Children Really Appreciate Respectful Drivers!

01 December, 2012
Dear Village Neighbors, 

With Hurricane Sandy and the Nor’easter storm that followed behind us, our village has clearly experienced considerable challenges and damages that we are focused on and, over time, will be corrected.  Our wonderful village lost many of its’ beautiful, mature trees and dozens of our village homes were damaged as a result. However, I am very pleased, and eternally grateful, for the fact that no one in our village was injured. That, simply is amazing! Additionally, our village did not have any crime, which was surely a deep concern once we lost power. As a result, the Thanksgiving holiday had a very special meaning to me this year. I hope for all of you, as well. 
Some post-storm “stuff” ……..
Clean-up:  Following the storm, I had notified all village residents that All Tree Debris located in the Village’s right of way would be picked up by the Village. And our DPW along with assistance from outside contractors have been doing so. However, we will only continue to do so until this Friday, December 07. Your patience during this challenging time is most appreciated.  
Tree Removals:  In my November 16th “post storm” letter, I had indicated that “Trees which had fallen or been severely damaged by the storm(s) and reasonably appear to be in danger of falling can be removed without obtaining a Tree removal permit”. This will only continue through the end of this month, in order to allow our property owners ample time to complete tree removal work that was necessitated as a direct result of the storm(s). 
Generators:  As I also indicated earlier, the process to apply of generators was streamlined in order to help expedite approvals and allow our property owners to move forward without any unnecessary delays. I am thankful to Todd Korren and the entire Architectural Review Board (ARB) for their support and extraordinary efforts in this regard.  In fact, I understand that all applications that were submitted for approval were, in fact, approved. 
Street Light Outages:
Just a reminder…..If you are aware of any street lights that are not operating as a result of the storm, please let the village know. We will address those immediately. 
Website Updates:  Some residents had indicated that our website was not being kept current during the past month. That is correct as our attention was focused on other higher priorities that resulted from the storm. For that, I apologize and commit to “re-focusing” our attention to this important tool that we use to try to keep all our residents (and visitors to the site) up-to-date. 
Recognition of Individuals:  I must take a few minutes to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to the many people who really went beyond the call of duty to assist the village during the past several weeks. At the risk of forgetting to mention some: 
· Our village staff – Stephanie,  Sandy and Joe

· Our Deputy Mayor Jeff Lindenbaum & the Board of Trustees-Stacy, Sandy &Brian

· Our DPW Crew, led by John DiStefano

· John Kaiman and his staff at The Town of North Hempstead

· Ed Mangano and his team at our Nassau County offices
· U.S. Congressman Steve Israel and Nassau County Legislator Wayne Wink

· Assemblyman Charles Lavine; Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel 

· Our Emergency management Officer, Henry Krukowski
· All the LIPA and National Grid folks who came from local and distant locations to restore our power. A special “Shout out” to Lauren, Brian, Tim and George.

· Police Inspector and Commanding Officer of the Third Precinct, Sean McCarthy and his staff of dedicated and conscientious police officers.
· DiStefano Landscaping for “being there” with their payloader when we so desperately needed to clear the roads for safe passage immediately after the storm.

· The many village residents that came together during this difficult time and offered to help in any way they could. 
Again, I hope I did not overlook any of the key people who contributed to our efforts to recover.  
Emergency Contact Numbers:
   Once again, this storm has taught us a lesson about the importance of having a way to communicate in difficult times. I continue to recommend, strongly recommend, that each property owner provide the village with mobile phone numbers, and email addresses, in order to allow us to be able to communicate with you in an efficient & timely fashion.  I assure you this information will be protected by the Village and only used for the above, intended purpose.
Real Property Assessment Committee voluntary hearing
As you know, a Real Property (Tax) assessment team was created several months ago to review the way properties are assessed in our village in an effort to better understand “what has been”, and to make sure (going forward) our system is “fair and equitable” for all our property owners. The committee, which is made up of your neighbors (fellow residents) who volunteered their time, made its’ presentation at a public meeting held on September 19th. The turnout was solid and I am grateful to them for their efforts on this important matter. It is clear at this point that we have important decisions to be made, and although it is not required, the Board of Trustees has decided that this will best be addressed through the forum of a “Public Hearing”. That hearing, was opened at our November Board meeting, but adjourned until this month’s meeting which will be held on December tenth, in order to allow us to give this important topic the proper attention and to allow the public to be heard. I expect during this public hearing, we will consider advantages and disadvantages of each alternative and, along with input from you (the “public”), we will make a decision that we believe will be in the best interest of our “collective” village property owners.  

Village Elections

Each year our village holds elections on the third Tuesday in March. This year, that date is March 19. Elections will be held at our Village Hall on that date for the positions of  Mayor, Trustee and Village Justice. If you should have any interest in running for one of these elected positions, information can be obtained at Village Hall to assist you.  

Monthly Board Meetings

As always, we encourage all our residents to join us at our monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees. We are always pleased to invite participation and constructive comments from all of our village residents. 
Respectfully,
J. B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg

Mayor, Village of Roslyn Estates

- 
