[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]04/ 29A0k. 13228

«












From the Office of Hon. J.B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg, Mayor
May 1, 2012 







       Please drive respectfully!

Dear Village Residents, 

I hope by now, you might have noticed some of the “little niceties” that we are doing around the Village in our attempt to “spruce things up” a bit. Our DPW crew along with guidance from our Parks/DPW Commissioner, John DiStefano, are working hard to make sure everything looks just right. Of course, this is being done under the watchful eye of our beautification committee. Spring is a wonderful time of year and we want to take full advantage of all that it has to offer! My sincerest expression of gratitude goes out to all who are helping out.  

So what’s going on other than that? …….. 

Annual Village Meeting

As many of you know, the April meeting of the Board of Trustees was also our Village’s formal, Annual Meeting. At that meeting, many of our residents who volunteer their time to serve on the various Village boards were recognized for their service to the Village and re-appointed to serve the Village for the upcoming “Official Village” year, which runs from April 2012 to March 2013. Oh, one particular noteworthy item…….Jeff Lindenbaum was appointed Deputy Mayor of the Village. Congratulations to Jeff. Jeff replaces Dr. Sandy Joel Siff who served in that capacity for three years and will continue to serve the Village as a Village Trustee. During his three years in this capacity, Sandy did a terrific job and I am personally grateful to him.  

Also, at the April meeting, a Public Hearing was held for the purpose of considering the Village proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year, which runs from June 1, 2012 through May 31, 2013. That hearing was concluded and the budget was passed by the Board of Trustees, by a unanimous vote of five to none. That budget, which will result in a 2.8 percent increase in our Village taxes, actually reflects a reduction in the total dollars that will be expended by the Village during the upcoming year. This was accomplished after considering the many challenges that our Village faces and while making strategic provisions in the budget that will allow us to continue to provide for future capital expenditures. This was done with the collective efforts and hard work by the Board of Trustees along with input from our Village residents. Thanks to all who worked so hard to achieve these commendable results. Oh by the way, this increase equates to approximately $90 per household. 

Property Taxes

Speaking of Property Taxes and Budgets, the real estate tax bills for the upcoming year will be mailed out during the week of May 21st, to all property owners of record (or their tax paying agents). If you do not receive your tax bill(s) by June 1, I would recommend that you contact Village hall. This will help ensure that you make your payment, correctly and on time (on/before July 2, 2012) and avoid a late charge and penalties. 

A Fox, A fox…….

Last month, I had mentioned that a number of our Village residents have reported and expressed concerns about several “fox sightings”. This continues to be of some concern and to address this concern; we have invited the Safety Commissioner for North Hempstead to come to our Village and address these concerns and to answer any questions that our Village residents might have. He has graciously accepted our invitation and will join us at the beginning of our May Board meeting, scheduled for May 14th at Village hall. All our residents are encouraged to attend. 
Tennis Club

Perhaps you might want to check out the benefits that our Village’s tennis club offers to its’ members. As you may know, our Village has seven regulation tennis courts (behind Village hall) which are operated by the Tennis King at Roslyn Estates. Under an agreement with them, our Village residents are offered an exclusive opportunity to join this club at substantial discounts. To learn more and take advantage of this terrific offering, simply go to our website (www.villageofroslynestates.com) and click on the link which you will find on our home page.

New Fire Station

This past weekend, the Roslyn Highlands Fire Company held a “Ground Breaking” ceremony for a new fire station that is being constructed on Harbor Hill Road in East Hills. As you know, along with the Roslyn Rescue, they are one of two fire companies serving our Village. I was proud to be one of the elected officials acknowledged at the event, to represent our Village during the ceremony, and to show our support for this important step towards modernizing the obsolete structure that it will replace. I was amazed to learn that they plan to complete the construction before year end and I look forward to joining them, once again, at the ribbon cutting ceremony, once this project is completed.  


Black Ink Pond
As a result of the drought that has plagued Long Island, you probably noticed that “Black Ink”, the pond which is our Village’s centerpiece, had nearly dried up. We have had a number of discussions with our consultants as well as the Roslyn Water District, to try to remedy this situation.  As of this writing, we are experiencing some improvements to the water levels and we will keep a watchful eye going forward. With some luck, I am hopeful that we can once again, turn on the fountains and enjoy the beauty that we have all come to appreciate. 
IMPORTANT - Emergency Contact information

As a reminder, our Village maintains a list of people to notify in the event of an emergency. This might include cell numbers, office numbers, or perhaps contact information for a close friend or relative who you would like the Village to contact should the need arise. Please provide your emergency contact information to our Village office, if you have not already done so. You can also do so by going to our Village website. This is for your benefit as well as the possible benefit of your neighbors. 

Lawn Irrigation and Landscaping Hours

A simple reminder………Our Village law allows landscapers to work in the Village between the hours of 8:00 am and 8:00 p.m. on weekdays but ONLY a few hours (10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) on weekends.  Please make sure your landscapers are aware of these hours in order to avoid the issuance of any violation notifications and possible fines. Also, when turning on your lawn irrigation system, it is critical that you check the operation of the systems’ rain sensor, in order to conserve water and save money at the same time. 
No Soliciting/Peddling

Just a reminder, we have available at Village Hall “no soliciting.no peddling” decals for each of our homes. Please stop by and see Liz or Sandy at our Village hall to pick one up when you have a moment. 

Monthly Board Meetings
As always, we encourage all our residents to join us at our monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees (the upcoming month’s agenda is attached to this letter to allow you to see what we plan to discuss). While subject to change, it is intended to provide you with insight, so you can determine your interest in possibly attending. I am very pleased to see that attendance at our board meetings seems to be growing each month. We are always pleased to invite participation from all of our Village residents. 
Respectfully and with warmest regards,
J. B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg
Mayor, Village of Roslyn Estates




       Village of Roslyn Estates

Board of Trustees Meeting

Monday, May 14, 2012, 7:00 p.m.*

Village Hall
Tentative Agenda
1. Minutes 
A.  April 16, 2012

2.  Monthly Budget Report 

A.  April 2012

3.  Audit of Claims 

A. General Fund 

B.  Birches Sewer District 
4.    Old Business

A.  Safety and Security Committee Report  

B.  Roslyn Estates Zoning Code Review Committee  
C.  Village Beautification Committee  

D.  Property Tax Assessment Review Committee 

E.  Properties of Interest


F.  Improving Communications- Progress of Email Distribution List, website, etc. 


G. Status of Grants/FEMA 
H. Status of real property tax collection 

5.  New Business




A.  Building Permit Extension request - 1024 Northern Boulevard, Roslyn Estates 

B.   Procurement Policy (adopted December 7, 2009)

C.  Traffic control signs quotes

D.  Review Schedule of Fees, Costs, Deposits and Insurance (amended October 4, 2010)


E.  New Village Guide and Directory 


F.  Draft Stormwater Management Program Annual Report

G.  Resolution for increase of employee contribution for health insurance


H.  American Appraisal Associates, Inc. 
6.  Correspondence – 
7.  Police Report – April 2012  

8.  Next Meeting – Monday, June 11, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. *
*At 7:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees will open the public meeting by accepting and voting on a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss items appropriate for executive session pursuant to the Open Meeting Law.  If no such motion is adopted, or if executive session business is completed prior to 7:30 p.m., then the Board will declare a recess. At approximately 7:30 p.m., the Board will resume its public meeting.
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April 29, 2012 - Mayor Schwartzberg with New York State Comptroller, Thomas DiNapoli at the Ground Breaking Ceremony for the new Roslyn Highlands Fire Station to be constructed on Harbor Hill Road in East Hills. 








