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From the Office of Hon. J.B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg, Mayor
February 1, 2012 






Please drive respectfully!

Dear Village Residents, 

Greetings all!

Although we have been blessed with a wonderfully mild winter (and I am deeply hopeful that it continues), I want to remind you one more time about our “snow concerns/procedures”. I must apologize for being repetitive on these items, but they are important for everyone, should the weather turn against us! Please:

· Be sure to clear a path to any fire hydrants that may be out in front of your property.

· Do not allow your snow removal folks to blow or shovel snow back out onto public streets.
· Remember to park you cars “off” our public roadways before a snowstorm begins.

· Clear all ice/snow from walkways, leave a clear path for garbage pick-up and mail carrier.

Recognition Awards for Susan Ben Moshe

Recently our Village received several awards recognizing our former Mayor’s many dedicated years of service. These awards will be presented to Ms. Ben Moshe at the beginning of our next Board of Trustees (BOT) Meeting which will be held on Monday, February 13th  at 7:30 p.m. All who may wish to attend are certainly welcomed.  

IMPORTANT - Emergency numbers

This past month, a serious issue concerning one of our resident’s property required immediate, emergency action, but we were unable to reach the home owners. This was quite stressful and unfortunate. Note- Our Village maintains a list of people to notify in the event of an emergency. This might include cell numbers, office numbers, or perhaps contact info for close friend or relative who you would like the Village to contact should the need arise. This is critically important! Please provide your emergency contact information to our Village office, if you have not already done so. You can also do so by going to our Village website (Swiftreach icon). This not only protects you, but is potentially beneficial to your neighbors. 

No Soliciting/No Peddling

Soliciting/Peddling cannot always be prohibited or avoided. As you know, the Village maintains a “Do Not Solicit” list and I would encourage all our properties to be registered on that list. Also, you are reminded that you may display a “no soliciting/no peddling” sign near your front entry to discourage this activity. To assist in this regard, we have ordered signs which should help. Once they arrive, we will let you know so that you can get one to place on/near your front entry.  

Landscaper Licensing

At last month’s Board of Trustees (BOT) meeting, a public hearing was held to explore and discuss the pro’s and con’s of requiring landscapers working in our Village to obtain appropriate permits from our Village office. While there are clearly benefits to doing so, the vast majority of attendees objected to the concept and as a result, your BOT and I voted not to proceed. That said, we strongly encourage you to make sure your landscaping contractor is properly licensed with the County and adequately insured. Keep in mind, ultimately, the responsibility falls onto the shoulders of the property owners. Additionally, while on the topic of lawn care, when turning your lawn irrigation system back on for the upcoming season, remember to have your rain sensor checked. This is required by law and, of course, will help to conserve water (and expense) as well.  

Police Precinct Changes 

We understand that the Office of The County Executive plans to make substantial changes to our County’s Police Precincts. As you know, the Sixth Precinct is the one that services our Village today; however, according to this week’s public announcement, this is no longer intended to be the case. The Sixth Precinct is slated to become a “Community Policing Center”.  Frankly I am not sure what this means but the announcement  indicates that the plan still has to be approved by the Nassau County Legislature and that there will be many meetings and public hearings on it first. It also states that “no officers would be taken off the streets”. As of today, we have not received any indication as to which precinct will serve our Village going forward. We will see just how this unfolds and will keep you informed as we learn of the details.  
Tax Override/Budget Discussion

Also at last month’s BOT meeting, a public hearing was held to discuss the possibility of overriding the proposed two percent (2%) tax cap. This is being considered as a “just in case” measure and will only be implemented should the need arise. Of course, since next year’s budget has not yet been prepared, we do not know what will be necessary. However, we do know that there are a number of serious pressures on the upcoming budget that will present themselves. One of the more significant ones that was discussed at the hearing revolved around a bond that was issued for our Village’s recent (2009/2010) road/Belgium block project. Because this bond was “over borrowed” at the time (total was $750,000), it will only begin to be paid back in 2012/2013 (next year). And its impact upon our budget is quite significant. That item alone will be a huge challenge to fit into the 2% tax cap, as it totals up to about 7% annually of our total Village budget. And we will need to service (pay back with interest) that debt for the next decade!      

Air Traffic Noise

During the past few months, we received increasing concerns about the amount of air traffic over our area, and the accompanying noise that it creates. Addressing this concern, a group called “Quiet Skies Over North Hempstead” was formed and I’ve asked Trustee Brian Feingold to serve as our representative on this committee. I expect Brian will be reporting on that group’s progress in the upcoming months.  

Tennis Proposals being Solicited

Our Village leases out the tennis courts that are located behind Village Hall and we plan to continue doing so for the foreseeable future. While the current tennis operator will continue through the 2012 season, he is nearing the end of his lease and we are seeking proposals from both him and others for the next 5 year period. If you know of any professional tennis operators who might have an interest, please have them contact Liz or Sandra, and request a copy of the Request For Proposal (RFP) from Village Hall.

Village Elections

As noted in one of my earlier newsletters, we will have a Village election next month. And in order to make sure everyone has the opportunity to vote, the BOT has extended the voting hours from 6 a.m. til 
9 p.m.  This was done in response to several requests that were received from our Village residents.
Some Miscellaneous “Stuff”……

Renewable Energy

We have recently become aware of a special program that is being offered to municipalities, which may allow our Village Hall to save operating costs (electricity) with NO up-front cost. In the next month or two we will be exploring its feasibility with a view towards moving this forward.   

Weekend/Holiday Construction

Just a reminder that construction is prohibited in our Village on holidays and weekends. For the month of February, the 20th  is Presidents Day. Please be respectful of this. Also, as a reminder, if you plan to be away that week, don’t forget to have a neighbor keep a watchful eye, take in your mail/ newspapers, set your alarms, use lighting timers, etc. We want to keep our Village as safe and trouble free as possible!

Monthly Board Meetings
We have lots of things going on each month, far too many to mention/summarize in my monthly 2 page letter. Some things are exciting….some not terribly so. For that reason, I would encourage you to attend our Village Board Meetings. A copy of the upcoming month’s agenda for the BOT meeting is attached to this letter to allow you to see what we plan to discuss at our next board meeting. While subject to change, it is intended to provide you with insight, so you can determine your interest in possibly attending. 

As always, if you have any ideas or suggestions for improvement to our Village, or any concerns that should be brought to our attention, please let us know. All constructive comments are welcomed! Feel free to contact Liz or Sandra at your Village Hall. Or, if you prefer, feel free to send me an email!
Enjoy the remainder of winter and I look forward to seeing you in the spring! 

Respectfully and with warmest regards,
J. B. (Jeff) Schwartzberg
Mayor, Village of Roslyn Estates
Village of Roslyn Estates

Board of Trustees Meeting

Monday, February 13, 2012, 7:00 p.m.*

Village Hall

AGENDA
1.  Minutes 
A.  January 9, 2012
2.  Monthly Budget Report 

A.  January 2012
3.  Audit of Claims 

A. General Fund 

B.  Birches Sewer District 
4.  Recognition Awards 

     
Presented to former Mayor Susan Ben-Moshe

5.  Public Hearing - 2012 Fire Protection Contract  

6.  Old Business

A.  Safety and Security Committee Report 


B.  Sidney B. Bowne - Drainage Proposal


C.  Roslyn Estates Zoning Code Review Committee 

D. Village Beautification Committee 

E.  Property Tax Assessment Review Committee

F.  Properties of Interest 

G. Improving Communications- Progress of Email Distribution List, website, etc.


H. Status of Grants/FEMA 

I.  Status of real property tax collection 
J.  Property Tax Levy Cap
7.  New Business

A.  1 The Tulips – Review for Building Permit Extension 

B.  Tennis Facility     

C.  Emergency Contact Information 


D.  Election Inspectors     
            E.  Return of Unpaid Taxes 

F.  Additional Stop signs requested – The Pines


G.  Renewable Energy


H.  Air Traffic – Quiet Skies Over North Hempstead


I.   Police- Sixth Precinct – Nassau County Update

8.  Correspondence 

9.  Police Report - December 2011 and January 2012
10. Next Meeting – Monday, March 12, 2012, 7:30 p.m. *
*At 7:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees will open the public meeting by accepting and voting on a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss items appropriate for executive session pursuant to the Open Meeting Law.  If no such motion is adopted, or if executive session business is completed prior to 7:30 p.m., then the Board will declare a recess. At 7:30 p.m., the Board will resume its public meeting.
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